-boy— 


and 
get 


not 


pays 


restedl 


mer ica) 


28) 
Ile 
0, 


IIb 
1948 
May 


— 
4 


May 
May 


48. 


1948 


this love that the 


Lil 
a) 
Associate Editor 
Catholic University America 


UNIV. LIB. 


BEST SELLERS 


SEMI-MONTHLY REVIEW 


Published the Library, University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription Price, $2.50; Single Copies Fifteen Cents 
Canadian and Foreign Rates, $3.00 


University Scranton 


Business Manager 
Assistant Librarian 


Editor 


Associate Editor 


University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index 
Entered second-class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the Act March 1879 


Vol. No. 


University 


Buck, Pearl Peony. 
312p. $3.00. 


Peony another character culled from the pavilion 
women. She bondmaid, cross between servant and 
daughter, the household Ezra, one the last rem- 
nants old Hebrew immigration that had come 
long years ago. bond servant Peony attended 
the needs David, eldest son the family. The close 
companionship thus entailed blossomed naturally enough 
into the great love Peony’s heart. the name 
story has been written. Let see what 
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happens. 
First all, Peony seems not mind the fact that the 
early days David does not return her love. David, though 


physically mature needs yet few years grow men- 
tally. Beyond the fact that vaguely stirred the 
romance his father’s trading caravans, does not know 
what wants. When his mother proposes that marry 
Leah, daughter the last Rabbi China, David becomes 
confused. fears being coralled into the old traditions 
but lacks the decisiveness the courage assert his 
desires for freedom and the open road. 


this point, Peony begins her long misguided self- 
sacrifice. For reasons never cleary brought out the 
book, Peony refuses sacrifice David Leah but prefers 
sacrifice him Chinese girl, Kueilan, the daughter 
pretty, petulant, empty-headed little baggage whose pro- 
foundest thought never penetrates beyond the glass her 
Mirror. Peony’ weird sacrifices multiply. order 
bring her two predestined souls together, Peony has lie 
David about Kuelian’s interest him and then has 
dash around Kuelian’s house spin the same lies 
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about David’s interest her. White lies doubt, made 
white the brush love. 


From this moment, the reader apt lose sympathy for 
our little minx, who, though named after flower, com- 
mences now smell like weed, and festering one 
that. When David feels himself yielding the pure- 
white charm Leah, Peony breaks the spell inter-. 
posing her nosy little self between them. Through her 
and because her, David and Leah have quarrel 
which the hysterical Leah strikes David with sword. 
Then fearing that she has wounded David the death, 
Leah miserably commits suicide with the same sword. 
Thus Peony’s sacrifice achieves shoddy—to say the least 
—perfection. 


David, still bewildered, marries Kueilan and fathers 
some children. gives in, finally, his desire for 
travel but Peony, now utterly devoid self, works 
behind David’s back and instigates Kueilan’s father, Kung 
Chen, provide carts and guards that the whole 
family, Peony included, can make the trip with David. 
This then, the unfettered freedom phase for David 
who, together with his wife, children and all his house- 
hold, makes trip Peking, visits the Empress and sees 
the world. 


the court, though, the Chief Steward the Imperial 
Palace casts dishonest eye Peony. save her from 
him, the whole family packs and runs home. But the 
long arm the Steward’s influence not long reaching 
the village where they live. Behold now, the peripeteia, 
the turning point, the climax, the emotional apex the 
story. David wakes the fact that loves Peony. 
cannot give her nor will save her making 
her his concubine. So, holocaust love, Peony hies 
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herself the nearest Buddhist monastery where appar- 
ently all the nuns from the mother superior the least 
novice, have all made some sacrifice similar Peony’s 
suffered some disappointment their youth. the 
monastery Peony finally finds peace after the hectic years 
dissipated making David dubiously happy. 


The novel interlarded with such philosophical treasures 
old Wang Ma’s advice Peony: “If you have any 
wisdom inside that head yours, you will not ask what 
you will and what you will not do. Obey—obey— 
and what you like. The two together—if you are 
clever.” Advice that Peony follows like Mongolian 
Machiavelli. But Wang and Peony really get the 
bottom things when “Peony clasped her small 
hands her lap. ‘Life,’ she said distinctly, life sad?’ 
‘At Wang inquired ‘At bottom,’ Peony 
replied. Wang grave, but she did not look surprised 
bewildered. ‘Life sad,’ she said with clear decision.” 


The author the pre-publication notices, would have 
Peony symbolize the Chinese philosophy racial toler- 
ance: Heaven above and Earth beneath all and all 
under heaven are one family. “There have been 
persecutions massacres China people for sheer 
reasons their difference race nationality.” This 
high and welcome praise for the Chinese people but the 
Peony seems more than the premises will 
bear. Peony, says the author, “grieved that many 
the traditions (i.e. Hebrew traditions perpetuated the 
house Ezra) were sorrowful ones and because she loved 
David she wanted persuade him that would 
matter fact, Peony’s clash with the sadness Hebrew 
tradition has been completely lost and buried under 
avalanche selfish incident that nothing more less 
than human self-seeking and meddling remains revealed. 


Hence, when the author wonders “how she (i.e. Peony) 
will liked this country ours where much de- 
pends upon color and creed the question lies useless. 
For the story stands, Peony is-no more argument for 
racial tolerance than penicillin. She simply beside the 
point. 
Peony came great disappointment least one 
reviewer who greatly respects the talents competent 
writer the one who authored The Good Earth. 
Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 


Karig, Walter; Harris, Russell L.; and Manson, 
Frank Battle Report: The End Empire. 
Rinehart. May 1948. 532p. $5.00. 


Librarians engaged the purchase books associated 
with World War may well confused because 
somewhat similar projects sponsored different pub- 
lishers. The volume being reviewed Volume the 
set known Battle Report. Captain Karig has been 
identified with each volume but his helpers have changed 
each case. One more volume will complete the set 
Battle Report. easy confuse this undertaking 
with the more elaborate one known the History 
United States Naval Operations World War II, which 
Harvard University. The last mentioned set will prob- 


ably include thirteen volumes the present plans 
realized. far this reviewer aware, only the 
two volumes that set have appeared. Although neithe 
the Navy World War II, each them 
with naval operations primarily and each project make 
free and unauthorized use great many documents 
the files the Navy. 


Captain Karig states that has presented the “story 
the war looked and felt the men who fought 
the sea, over the sea, under the sea and the 
compiled from and often possible told 
words seamen and admirals, Marine privates and 
cers, Regulars and Reserves, related them while 
smoke battle was still bitter their nostrils, 
bandages still wet, their elation peak and their woes 
nadir.” That actually the sort book that 
sented this fourth volume. The Pacific and Asiati 
areas are included the study, during the period 
October 1943 through October 1944. Twenty-nine chap 
ters are required present the salient points five cam 
paigns the battle against Japan. Many maps are giver 
aid the reader whose knowledge Pacific 
may leave something desired. Even more helpful 
perhaps, gaining thorough understanding the tex 
will the photographs. The pictures reproduced 
more interesting than those any the three 
volumes. The editors are congratulated for havin 
made such excellent selection the “fighting” pictured 
the war. 
The Japanese points view and plans are also given 
many places. The authors had access after the war 
confidential Japanese documents and also 
tunities discuss the campaigns candidly with Japanes 
naval leaders. The latter looked war from the matter 
of-fact viewpoint the professional soldier and 
long before August 1945 that Japan was beaten. Much 
stress placed upon the importance the Battle 
Leyte Gulf, October 15-25, 1944. rather than 
battleships decided the issue against Japan. Having los 
the Philippines the Japanese could longer 
source oil the Dutch East Indies and therefore 
loss the Philippines meant the loss the war. 
the stubborn and expensive naval warfare went 
cause national pride and the Japanese temperament 
Captain Karig and his associates have made all this 
standable this well written volume. essentially 
account naval progress, but progress price 
Fifty-seven pages fine print, with two columns 
page, are required list the names the men the 
Navy who gave their lives order that the Navy might 
win one victory after another far flung front. 
detailed index increases the value this well 
volume naval history. 


Paul Kiniery, 


Loyola University, Chicago 


Jordan, Mildred. 
May 10, 1948. 446p. 


This the second historical novel within the short 
two months centered about the 
“Asylum” incident, American facet the 


Revolution. Gilbert Gabriel’s Thee Wed told some 


Asylum for the Queen. 
$3.50. 
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thing about the story Asylum from the standpoint 
young American engineer love with actress who im- 
personated Marie Antoinette; now Mildred Jordan tells 
from the standpoint confused young French aristo- 
crat who was concerned with the project for which 
Asylum was provided. The bare historical bones, upon 
which the meat both stories hung, are similar: 
group French émigré aristocrats prepared refuge for 
Marie Antoinette and the Dauphin along the banks 
the Susquehanna Northeastern Pennsylvania; efforts 
rescue Queen and Prince and spirit them America 
never quite succeeded; lacking its raison d’estre the colony 
disintegrated; many aspects the story have only the 
status local legends. 


Young Pierre Michelait attached the French court 
combination librarian-tutor Madame Royale, the 
princess daughter Marie Antoinette. Thrown into 
intimate contact with the members the royal family 
conceives romantic affection for the queen, vowing 
spend his life her service. dissolute young 
aristocrat partakes much the licentiousness the 
times. His religious mother has had him well tutored 
the tenets Catholicity, herein confusedly referred 
Jesuitism, but from his free-thinking father, the Marquis 
Bussac, has absorbed what passes for Jansenist 
rationalism but which really confused agnosticism verg- 
ing upon atheism, with constant morality save devotion 
with Sylvie, danseuse, and being pressed his 
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the family fortunes might recouped. 
Pierre, attracted and repelled Victoire, marries her, 
while keeping Sylvie his mistress, situation not abhor- 
rent Victorie who finds her moments dalliance 
elsewhere. 


The first months the Revolution pass uneventfully with 
Pierre continuing his usual life but then came the mob 
and the imprisonment King and Queen with Pierre 
sorely wounded attempting protect Marie Antoin- 
Recovering, aided the attempted escape 
toward Metz and, when that was frustrated, hid Paris 
during the days the Terror. was sent prison 
but released Royalist agents condition that take 
part the plan carry Marie Antoinette America. 


Escaping from France, Pierre made his way America 
and aided the development Asylum. After some 
time was joined Victoire, who had fled Coblentz, 
and their son Nicki whom had never seen. From 
then paternal affection played large role inducing 
Pierre search for some solution his confusion. Daily 
and Victoire grew more incompatible, the break-up 
their marriage being only matter time and oppor- 
tunity. When Marie Antoinette died helped keep 
Asylum alive hope that the Dauphin, least, could 
saved. that point Nichole Louvenne, reality 
Felicie Roucault, spy Barras the Director, posing 
amnesia victim, comes Asylum and Pierre falls 
love with her. When the Dauphin, wasted mentally 


well physically long imprisonment and torture, 


finally smuggled into Asylum, Nichole, who has succeeded 
being assigned his nurse, carries out, together with 
Doctor Buzard, Barras’ plan have him disposed com- 
pletely. the same time through Victoire’s careless- 
ness Nicki drowned. Victoire leaves with roval duke 


Bromfield 


only die yellow fever and Nichole returns France. 
There Pierre follows her, all his confusions and doubts 
resolved, the story ends. 

This somewhat lush romantic-historical novel uses all the 
accepted dodges gain and hold interest. The historical 
background fairly well done from the French aspect, 
the authoress probably priding herself catching what 
she seems think the spirit Paris; the writing 
average are plot and characters. However its objection- 
able features far outweigh any value the book might 
have. Not only there great deal confused phi- 
losophy and theology ending sort natural human- 
ism but the whole atmosphere the story one im- 
morality. Unnecessary brutality dragged via Paris 
mob scenes, sexuality rampant and neither fornication 
nor adultery are regarded unusual. The inclusion 
sadistic sexual scene and utterly uncalled for and 
highly objectionable reference the Blessed Mother 
priest’s erotic dream are the final features rendering the 
book unsuitable for any reader. 


Bromfield, Louis. Malabar Farm. 
28, 1948. 405p. $3.75. 


Since Louis Bromfield took the story his Ohio farm 
some years ago Pleasant Valley, has been the habit 
some quarters refer him jeeringly “Gentleman 
Bromfield”. Malabar Farm, appears, dispels 
any such unjust suspicions the author’s 
his hard work. Mr. Bromfield’s farm has become 
recognized one the best the state and per- 
sonally regarded agricultural experts fine prac- 
titioner and excellent propagandist. This new book 
recounts variety forms the progress the experi- 
mental and cooperative agricultural plant which was set 
large part land already abandoned worn out. 


Harpers. Apr. 


Mr. Bromfield crusader for the “new agriculture” and 
much his book given over highly charged exposi- 
tion its methods. There real passion the pity 
scorn has for the unprogressive farmer who ruins the 
earth thwarting nature. There intensity his warn- 
ings the devastation that must inevitably follow the 
spoliation the soil. There conviction his presenta- 
tion argument, his marshaling statistics, his 
reference Malabar’s experence. The technical portions 
the book, those dealing with the importance grass 
farming, the beneficence trash farming, the fertilizer 
feud, and the like, are lucid examples literature 
practical science. What Mr. Bromfield has say 
textbook matter; his delivery however clear, forceful, 
and compelling beyond any mere text. And makes 
difference that the reader may have walked other 
than city pavements; there misunderstanding the 
meaning and the importance the message. 


The personal journal which Mr. Bromfield kept from 
time time provides about one-third the text the 
book. This section the least merit and probably 
the least interest. times the style and content the 
journal dismayingly recall “My Day.” But fair, 
even the journal, with its excursions into politics, per- 
sonalities, and world history, there pervasive strain 
assurance, not optimism but assurance, the basic 
worth human endeavor. 
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The best Malabar Farm found that third which 
neither purely personal record nor purely scientific. 
When Mr. Bromfield writes the observed phenomena 
the farm rises level almost fascination. The 
cycles the ponds, their inward growth, adjustment, and 
final teeming equilibrium; the ways the horses, 
dogs, cattle; the struggle worn out soil triumphantly 
back rich productiveness; these things the telling 
achieve something the bucolic beauty the Virgilian 
verse which Bromfield quotes with love and respect. 


Malabar Farm book varied contents, but its execu- 
tion almost uniformly good. One may have small 
quarrels with this that comment the many presented; 
the general value the book way diminished. 
For all farmers, professional amateur, whether agree- 
ment with Mr. Bromfield’s theories not, the book will 
landmark remarkably well expressed agricultural 
thinking. For the general reader, even without the slight- 
est knowledge the science, Malabar Farm, venture 
out the ordinary, will prove interest beyond normal 
expectation, and value stimulus, from un- 
expected source, serious thinking about our economic 
life. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York 


LITERARY GUILD—JUNE SELECTION 


Yerby, Frank. The Golden Hawk. Dial. Apr. 19, 
1948. 346p. $3.00. 


Sainte Domingue, Gonave, Jamaica and the pirate ports 
Cartagena and Portobello provide the atmosphere for this 
latest production Frank Yerby’s historico-literary ebulli- 
ence. Conceived the improbable and gestated the 
incredible, this novel consummates itself the impossible. 
Dripping with tropical adjectives, the multi-colored flash 
romantic combat and excessive propensity for ana- 
tomical detail where the heroines are concerned, The 
Golden Hawk could very easily serialized into innumer- 
able issues color-comic strips. For here the family fury 
The Foxes Harrow and the feminine fire The 
Vixens have been wedded aboard ship and set sailing the 
pirate plagued waters the Caribbean. 


Meet the hero: golden Apollo-like Kit Gerardo, blurbed 
brigantine, with eyes blue the Caribbean,” the bastard 
son Frenchwoman and unknown Spanish grandee. 
Kit has vowed vengeance Don Luis del Toro who 
caused his mother’s horrible death the hands the 
torturers Cadiz. combination Flash Gordon and 
Buck Rogers with just touch Tarzan his makeup, 
Kit’s primary drives well out the dark passion for 
revenge that dominates his life. 

With Kit sails old Bernardo Diaz, converted Jew, whose 
great muscular trunk rides pipestem legs, the result 
twenty years the galleys His Most Christian Majesty, 
Philip and four years those the Caliph 
Barbary. Kit and Bernardo are inseparable, Bernardo 
playing the foil wisdom Kit’s impetuous youth. 
the story opens, they are shipmates, sailing the Seaflower, 
pirateer commanded leper captain, who, with deep 
biblical insight, yclept Lazarus. 


The Seaflower, light, fast, brigantine; makes contact 
with Spanish ship the line, towering, castled 


Yerby Best 


book. 


galleon, impossible attack and practically 
able the puny guns the pirate ship. Somehow 
the Seaflower draws close enough for Kit see 
ling, half-naked beauty receiving rough 
the hands some hugely happy Spanish seamen. 
picks his trusty musket and blows seaman’s 
bits the girl plunges dagger into her expose 
breast thus showing her preference for death the 


much worse than it. 


But all not yet. moment later there appears 
paragon loveliness upon the Spaniard’s deck. 
and she struggling not down with the ordinary 
but the poop deck with swarthy officer. Kit 
nizes the man the archfiend Don Luis del Toro and 
brings again his trusty musket into play. avoid 
the girl, Kit plants shot the lateen yard that bring 
down shower splinters the startled and 
reoccupied head Don Luis. The noble 
releases his hold upon the girl who straightway dive 
overboard “cutting the sea cleanly any 
seamen rush the rail with muskets primed ready 
kill the moment that flaming head emerges from thd 
water but the dastards are foiled the Seaflower’s 
gun which fired just that moment and kills 
all. Kit throws the girl rescue line, hauls her aboard 
eats her with his eyes, gives commands the crew 


breaks away from the gigantic galleon before 


shot can fired from one the Spanish heavy 
this point one tempted conjecture that 
Seaflower’s chase gun fired load ether together 
its shot and that the whole crew the Spaniard, 
and men, retired for impromptu siesta. Thus far, 
story but twenty-two pages old. 

More happens—and immediately. Since the 
pirate ship, the rescued girl automatically 
the captain’s prize. Our beauty, saved from the 
fire, now finds herself the pirate frying pan. She 
taken the captain’s cabin where she vomits the 
sight his disease-eaten face. This saddens the 
captain Lazarus that puts pistol his mouth and 
pulls the trigger, thus putting end both his 
and his disease. Kit visits the captive beauty and give 
her pistol protection from the crew and pledg 
that his own intentions are honorable. Unfortunately, 
Kit casts doubt his honor when kisses the girl 
her sleep which she fires the gun his face point 
blank. Naturally, this makes Kit little delirious 
few days but when awakens discovers that the 
has escaped and that the new captain the 
Seaflower. That how Kit meets Rouge, the little lady 
question who becomes pirate herself, Tigress 
the seas, whose loveliness will haunt Kit for the next few 
hundred pages. That too, how Kit became master 
the Seaflower. All this mere 
packed, sensationally palpitating pages. 

short while, the plundering Spanish vessels leads 
Kit prize that carries aboard raven-haired, milk 
white lass who route from the Old World breed 
sons for none other than that lecherous, 
knave Don Luis. Kit holds the girl unharmed for 
ransom. While negotiating such mercenary details 
price, etc., Kit necessarily sees the grandee’s intended 
quite frequently and finds that she fast falling 
love with him. This sets the thematic conflict the 
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May 15, 1948 


book. Does Bianca—that the latest lass’ name—or 
Rouge command his The White the Red? 
Sweet submission and tender peace fiery resistance and 


Which shall be? whom Kit more 


suited? These questions and the categoric imperative 
makes the rest the book. Kit’s problems 
are solved through battling ships, attacks land-bound 
cities, invasions, capture, imprisonment and escape, war 
and the sea the Golden Hawk sweeps down the 
treasures the New World, and sure not miss the 
conclusion where Don Luis turns out Kit’s natural 
father. 

The writing The Golden Hawk shows fair historical 
That all. Period. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 


Wickenden, Dan. Tobias Brandywine. Morrow. 


Apr. 28, 1948. 366p. $3.00. 


Maybe didn’t take Tobias seriously enough. But though 
jolted Senator Windrow’s family back into life much 
Prince Charming awoke the Sleeping Beauty, failed 
altogether move me. The lack motivation, believe, 
lies with the manner which author Wickenden tells— 
rather, neglects tell—the kernel the story. His 
merely willing that characters should act thus and 
insufficient reasons for their carrying they do; has 
forgotten prove why they change. And while the ad- 
vent Tobias Brandywine, shivering, bewildered human 
the back stoop supposed account for the 
complete metamorphosis the household, 
Tobias himself never quite provokes the chain reaction 
the reader that does with his fictional friends. 


Until the coming Tobias, the Windrows had marked 


time under the strictest patriarchs—the blind, octo- 
Senator, who had long since hung his shield 
politics rest his laurels. Never having dared 
defy him, his daughter Emmy, fifty-ish, helpless butter- 
woman, and his son Cedric about their restive 
existences dominated the Senator’s whims. Another 
daughter, Anna, has weathered the paternal storm 
marry George Grover, plain but solid stock, and rear 
two children, Gladys and Scotty, whose problems she 
does not comprehend any clearer than her husband’s 
thinking. 

Arriving does shrouded mystery and invited 
make his permanent abode the mansion, Tobias serves 
kind safety valve for the old man’s eccentricities. 
Gradually his children acquire their freedom, and the 
time the Senator’s death they have managed turn 
the once-austere place into mild version the stage for 
“You Can’t Take With You.” 

After acquaintanceship some ten years Cedric, 
moment lionish courage, proposes Mrs. Clayborn, his 
partner the book shop business. Spurned, hies his 
unrequited love Mexico. The soiree nets him dashing 
beard and bizarre colleague named Crispin Flannery, 
who accompanies him back the still waters Wanhope 
and immediately sets the task rejuvenating Emmy. 
She being genteelly pursued James Loman, her 
father’s former attorney—the courtship taking the form 


invitation visit his late wife’s grave once week. 


Wallace 


Both Crispin and Mr. Loman invade her maiden world 
offer marriage, but Emmy, having now tasted inde- 
pendence, refuses the pair them. Cedric’s suit 
settled reverse: the beard has ensnared Lydia Clay- 
born’s hand and heart, and this time she proposes him. 


Meanwhile, the depression has relegated George Grover 
the ranks the unemployed. When Anna disapproves 
hair-brained scheme start over again California, 
leaves alone. Similarly, his children taste the vicis- 
situdes life away school, Scotty marries his child- 
hood sweetheart Dinah Williamson clandestinely; they 
not win the paternal blessing their union for 
year and half. the interval separation George and 
Anna recognize their need for each other and are eventu- 
ally reunited. Gladys, sensitive, precocious youngster, 
writes novel that she assured success though 
may not sell. Thus, with all the Windrows’ concerns 
cast happy solution and the riddle surrounding him- 
self uncovered (it really not great riddle, either), Mr. 
Brandywine able depart crest glory. 


the unkindest cuts damn book with faint 
praise, and yet that must do, Mr. Wickenden, sir. There 
nothing harm the adult reader, but conversely 
there not great deal help amuse him. 


Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, Iowa 


Wallace, Henry Toward World Peace. 
and Hitchcock. 121p. $1.75. 


Why did Henry Wallace start third rambling, 
repetitious, not altogether convincing answer given 
this new book which outlines his political program. 
accuses both the Democrats and the Republicans selling 
out the Wall Street military interests which are pre- 
paring for new war order forestall depression. 
you seek proof this bold assertion, you must take 
Wallace’s word; knows. 

This Wall Street-military clique has shaped our foreign 
policy and hence Wallace compelled bring the true 
facts the American people. What are some these 
true The Czech crisis February 1948 was pre- 
cipitated the rightists with American support (p. 3). 
The East-West break “was initiated under such minor 
and incidental leadership that Churchill and Van- 
denberg” (p. 18). the Balkans have violated “the 
spirit our agreement without violating the letter” 
(p. 66). The inference appears that the Russians 
have been keeping the spirit while violating the letter 
the Yalta agreement. The Greek elections which the 
Americans attended the role observers were “cruel 
mockeries democratic procedure” (p. 100). Yes, “the 
responsibility for deliberately whipping that panic 
(of 1948), for playing with matches while the whole 
world sitting powder keg, rests the American 
press, the leaders the two old parties, British 
tories both within and without the Labour party, the 
mouthpieces for the military, astigmatic elements 
big business, and certain segments the clergy. Each 
these groups has its own grind the whirring 
stone anti-Russian propaganda” (p. 72). 

justice Wallace must said that does not 
absolve Russia all responsibility for the cold war but 
his solution for better Russian relations would have been 


Reynal 


called appeasement the language 1938. His opposi- 
tion certain disagreeable features communism 
stated unequivocally yet the reader cannot help but re- 
ceive the impression that these excesses are merely acci- 
ental Russia and ought therefore disregarded. 


When discusses the deficiencies capitalism, 
surer ground. His observations reactionary and pro- 
gressive capitalism constitute the only worthwhile part 
his book. reactionary capitalism that creates sym- 
pathy for communism and has already attracted some 
intellectuals the third party. Wallace would only 
devote his efforts the necessary social reform capi- 
talism, the vast majority Americans would vigorously 
support him. But instead offers his fellow citizens the 
following inept advice: “The reactionary capitalists can 
still believing that communism inefficient and 
the communists can believing that only ques- 
tion time until capitalism destroys itself. Both sides 
can let time decide the issue” (p. what hap- 
pens while time decides the issue? this all important 
question Toward World Peace strangely has answer. 


Harry Koenig, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Sichel, Pierre. Such We. 
Apr. 16, 1948. 629p. $3.50. 


Such type college-boy’s dream novel—much 
ado about sex, the unmentionable, and these infinitum. 
Mr. Sichel, born during the first Great War, was once 
child, attended college, veteran the last con- 
flagration and, point time, his book develops along 
similar lines. 

The title, taken from Kipling’s Gentlemen-Rankers (“God 
ha’ mercy such applied the well-heeled, 
drink-crazed, over-sexed cafe society set prominently ac- 
tive the thirties. The book plotless. Using the poor- 
little-rich-girl theme, Mr. Sichel introduces the reader 
Elaine Chickering the appropriate for his purpose age 
twelve. Her mother Paula, fashionable nympho- 
maniac, and her father, Tremaine Chickering, 
star Yale who once made the All-American, are the 
point divorce. Her brother Paul detests her, feeling 
she heartily reciprocates until page 566. trickery, 
Paula obtains custody both children, though Elaine 
was have gone her father. Crushed this blow, 
and eased out the family brokerage firm, Tremaine, 
despair, suicides. Later, Elaine expelled from the Steyne 
School for defending his memory when taunted 
fellow student. Paula then places her 
Manor and, here, episode with Lesbian marks one 
several turning points her life. this time, too, she 
meets Gordon Spencer who figures her destiny. the 
friend the south, the Lees, twins who too closely re- 
semble Margaret Mitchell’s Tarletons original, need 
little persuasion attempted rape, but she escapes their 
advances swimming across river. Formerly self- 
effacing, Elaine emerges the sub-deb the year and, 
back school, discovers that her prestige has risen ac- 
cordingly. Romance with Gordon threatens but halted 
when Paula pounces upon her, whisks her off Paris 
and school Switzerland, while she herself goes off 
Berlin heil Hitler. Two years later Elaine, forgotten 
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Gordon, enters Smith, makes her debut, when she 
like St. Joan receiving her vision, meets Carl 
plans elope Mexico with him, caught 
storm with the usual denouement, survives auto 
the next day and emerges determined make men 
This program, though flourishing, interrupted 
riage Tommy Levanter but separation and 
divorce follow after which adultery and the death 
baby scalding when, drunken stupor, Elaine 
test his bath water. Free Tommy, Elaine 
position fashion magazine but, the victim inter. 
office intrigue, loses become promising dress designe 
partnership with Mrs. Chrissy, Elsa Maxwell 
who fails amuse. During this last period Elaine 
met Orlando Turner, old man thirty-three, but 
their relationship becomes intimate she decides the mis 
take was hers and he, surfeited, only too thankful 
return his wife. Paula, meantime, has eloped 
and studying join the Church, the author puts 
the ultimate degredation. 

This resumée fails completely convey the depths 
which Mr. Sichel sinks detail the accompanying 
ities describes. obsessed with sex, 
intercourse, the natural functions, and the lewd 
the female form. list the offences would 
possible and the length the book can only explained 
his reluctance surrender discussion the subject 
This simply vehicle purvey excesses lust 
thoroughly puerile fashion. The author has used, 
repeatedly used, many old chestnuts create situation: 
that only bores. Apart from all this, Mr. Sichel 
odds with police force methods, influential student clique 
school management, the private school system 
eral, the anti-semitism indulged American 
ists, the reluctance the wealthy class back the New 
Deal, their isolationism during the last War, 
motives peace, actually through selfish aloofness 
the inherent indolence the moneyed strata, but thes 
small, ineffectual bleatings are lost under the 
weight the story. the author had any conception 
morality might have been able put his finger 
the cause all that bemoans but, for him, the moral 
law old wives’ tale. page 629 Elaine 
that she hasn’t changed basically but, suddenly, she know: 
where she going. ‘After all that only she and Mr. 
know. But please! sequel. 

This book, shoddy with the false and superficial 
materialism, dangerous. should labeled POISON 
and placed high ‘shelf out reach the 


able minds for was intended. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


* * 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins. Plunder. Random House. 
Apr. 12, 1948. iii, 348p. $3.00. 


The author Revelry has given Plunder 
ance that the world political and economic 
much different today than was when began 
against through the pages “Collier’s” his stories 
But that has not diminished his zest for turning 
and pointing his finger the slithering, blinking creatures 
that dart forth. 

The scene Washington the early 1950’s with Cheerful 
Charlie Dennison the White House; with Senator 
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Pyke, Chairman the Committee Dangerous Tenden- 
cies, protecting the interests Free Enterprise and sip- 
ping Martin Strabo’s Scotch—behind drawn curtains 
course since ardent Dry; and with Secretary 
War who was willing play ball with the boys. Strabo 
was living demonstration his own maxim: “You 
gotta know the right them and how much 
they can bought for. had their names, with their 
prices, all written down ledger his safe which 
only himself and his pretty secretary and mistress, Clari- 
belle Claire, had access. was expert tax 
evasion, football, and the psychology the human male, 
whether gentleman like Phil Kimberley the Patri- 
arch’s Club (which Strabo tried vainly crash) Tack 
Hamill, the oafish football star. 

Strabo, “Shoestring Strabo,” has come from the bottom 
the ladder ambition and cunning. has never 
his half-breed origins, and now that covets 
ambassadorship willing submit lessons Eng- 
lish the hands longhaired dope from the Library 
Congress and buy the required number senators. 
wants outdo his friend and betting rival Tom Gor- 
mully, buys Clari fabulously expensive fur 
spite Tom’s wife. Currently, deep the biggest 
project his career. has browbeaten and cheated the 
pathetic Professor Tozer, once eminent chemist but 
now broken old man with fantastic idea for develop- 
ing lead-sprayed clothing protection against atomic 
rays—the rays which had killed the Professor’s son the 
Bikini tests. Tozer needs money develop his inven- 
and, his simplicity, trusts Strabo, who advances 
him cash. 

Strabo conceives his plan grand scale, and methodi- 
cally proceeds bribe General Tatnum, chief R.P.B. 
(Radio-Physics Bureau) into official Army approval 
clothing; sets laboratory for Professor 
Tozer and plants his own stooges there conceal from 
the old chemist the actual ineffectiveness his invention 
while capitalizing his former fame; commissions Pea- 
nuckle Pat Lynn, the high priced fixer, buy off Dr. Ira 
Sanderson whose damaging criticism tozerite was the 
only discordant note the chorus praise that Strabo’s 
publicity man Perkins had adroitly inspired. Sanderson 
didn’t buy easily. fact didn’t buy all, Senator 
Pyke dragged him before his Committee Dangerous 
Tendencies and befuddled the issue innuendo, and 
appeals the American Mother for the purity our 
American way life the face the Bolshevik peril 
(Sanderson had quoted remark Tawney’s the 
capitalist economy). Priorities Perrine obtains for Strabo 
clothing plants which are urgently needed for 
national defence, and “Protectopants” for men and toter- 
ied girdles for women pour out into warehouses in- 
credible profits for Strabo. conducts fear campaign 
for “Protectosex” garments which will prevent sterility 
when the rays strike, climaxing with mock-atomic air 
over Washington that precipitates Orson Welles- 
Martian panic and skyrockets the sale toterized gar- 
ments all over the country. Meanwhile the great man 
builds (with Perkins’ astute guidance) reputation 
for himself patriot addressing rallies and subscrib- 
ing huge amounts 100% American causes. 
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Strabo’s undoing comes not from indignant public 
tebellious Congress but from his temerity defiling the 
purest American institutions: the football field. His 
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bribery tactics suffer sensational exposure during the 
Army-Navy game, which the officials conclude with 
deliberate tie. The F.S.C. (Federal Sports Commission) 
gets enough evidence raid Strabo’s home. 
Hall (known the newspaper men 
and carry away the safe with the little ledger it. There 
swift exodus from Washington prominent officials 
burning with desire become unprominent pos- 
sible. was Tack Hamill, innocent, framed and dis- 
graced, who shot Strabo and then killed himself, first 
writing letter the Sports Commissioner revealing 
Strabo’s guilt. The great man’s wound proved 
slight one, and when Tom Gormully chidingly breaks 
the news him about the seizure the ledger, Strabo 
leaps from bed, grabs plane and takes the lam 
with official opposition: indeed with relieved official 
acquiescence. 

There thread love interest throughout the story: 
Strabo’s daughter Leonie marries the upright soldier 
Guernsey Ross, who was suffering from gamma ray burns 
because “tests” which tozerite failed protect him, 
and for that reason refused marry her, until she told 
him she was pregnant (which was untrue, but effective). 
Clari falls love with Kimberley, sleeps with him, but 
marries Strabo the hope divorcing him later 
financial profit. the end, however, she sticks her 
boss when flees, and sets business with him the 
same old game Montavista, safely foreign country. 


the whole the story moderately amusing, but not too 
convincing its characterization. None the persons 
the story impresses himself upon the mind with any 
force, and Strabo heel cannot remotely touch, say, 
Harry Rogen Jerome Weidman’s Can Get For You 
Wholesale. The satire occassionally forced, and seems 
somewhat misdirected that while 
baiters gives the effect minimizing the danger sub- 
versive activities genuine sort (not Strabo’s sort). 
adopting his asides the incorruptible tone 
“March Time” voice, the author implication places 
himself the position moralist warning aganist 
the ravages political corruption, while maintaining 
heroic detachment matters like carnal sin and blas- 
phemous language. sensible person would deny the 
existence evils similar many that Mr. Adams depicts; 
the chief difficulty seems that even with their sen- 
sational assistance, Plunder remains, noted above, 
simply moderately amusing story author who has 
written better ones. 


Seifert, Shirley. The Proud Way. Lippincott. 316p. 
$3.00. 

Miss Shirley Seifert has written polite novel about the 
romance and marriage Jefferson Davis, 1844 (seven- 
teen years before assumed the office President 
the Confederate States) Miss Varina Howell, his second 
wife. The apparent purpose this book glorify the 
character all Southern aristocrats, and, particular, 
indicate the role played the women this class 
molding the principles and traditions which they were 
defend heroically though futilely. The author discreetly 
permits observe lovely Southern lady decorously 
and honorably spin the web with which she ensnares the 
man who, she thought, “would conquest that any 
women would proud achieve”, man, proud, 
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haughty, terribly self-assured, whom she and her asso- 
ciates looked upon with reverent awe. Miss Seifert tells 
story devoid dramatic effect, pardonable deficiency 
had even one the characters emerged from the mass 
trite, coy, and affected dialogue and description with 
some vestige flesh and blood human being. 


Varina Howell seventeen, newly blossomed into woman- 
hood, “no longer that bright, long-legged, pretty, but— 
well, rather unusual—Howell girl. She was quite sud- 
denly, and sometimes uncomfortably lady”. Now she 
ready come grips with life, but when she enters 
the arena she proves nothing more than the familiar 
heroine dull historical novels who, the author insists, 
beautiful, willful, proud, assertive, and intelligent, but 
who fails demonstrate these qualities convincingly. 
Varina represents the dauntless, loyal, and proud South- 
ern gentlewoman whose inspirational love bolstered the 
efforts the men the confederate states their fight 
preserve their birthright. But she fails impress, and 
unfortunately, attempting fashion creature whose 
qualities are believe were indicative her sex 
the Old South, the author presents lady who unique 
least one respect, for she was “popularly accused 
being especially endowed with intellect”. 


Varina ever feels deeply, she ever has fears, she 
ever apprehensive, lonely, moved the power 
love duty honor, must take the author’s word 
for it. She never wins our sympathy directly; never 
hear voice step which distinctly Varina’s. For 
instance, when our heroine affected incident that 
stirs her sensibilities, the author can say merely, “Varina 
squirmed little with the knowing, but all 
the novelist’s business tell what goes 


That Varina Howell not lovely, solely decorative 
ornament impression which the author deter- 
mined the reader shall not harbor. Varina touches the 
cockles Jefferson Davis’s heart when she candidly re- 
veals that she likes sweep. “Swinging broom such 
grand, free motion.” And more than this, she was 
times annoyed being born woman, forbidden in- 
dulge serious talk business and politics, “rich, meaty, 
men’s talk”. These desires distinguish her from the other 
the common with them she has 
quality strength which not apparent but hidden. 
These are imperious, insistent and soft and “Junoesque” 
women. Concerning Varina’s mother, “one could imagine 
even now many settled doctor lawyer planter, who 
had made the sensible acceptance defeat, lifting glass 

So 


occasional silent homage dream had lost”. 
much for the women. 


The men this novel are Southern gentlemen, tall, with 
considerable breadth beam, “Handsome, vigorous 
mind and body, sure themselves and their birthright”. 
None ever guilty breech etiquette, let alone any 
other more serious lapse. And the greatest these 
Jefferson Davis. Varina seemed Douglas home 
from the wars, Bruce who had won lost kingdom 
but held his pride whatever the cast the die”. This 
magnificent judgment remains romantic chimera the 
heroine’s mind. Miss Seifert cannot construct single 
incident which would allow the reader share Varina’s 
vision the man. What set him above the others, for 
have contrasts, must have least difference 
degree, was strange, mysterious unfathomableness. 
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Often felt the impress those “black hours, which alf Medical Ass 
men know, when the demons unrest and loneliness clair 
defeat and despair and futile regret are force”. 
torment, unrest, and despair are dispelled when favor gro 
heart conquered and pledged the irresistible that group 
proud Varina’s task sever this man’s thought Kaiser’s 
the past, bring home again, that might become Mayo Clinic 
and prepare himself for his destiny. His brooding neither doct 
melancholy are the result the death his first argue tha 
whom truly loved but whom the author dismisses cine more 
frail pretty little thing, whereas Varina was “so suggested 
and straight and fine”. tra 
members 
and therapy 
thus preserv 
bringing the 
either 
Nowhere the author capable making Varina 
Jefferson Davis appear living human beings. The 
are completely devitalized and sacrificed the 
penchant for depicting the Southern gentry 
noble, and valiant people. Her characters are all cut 
the same rare cloth, being frank, open natures, 
secret personalities, equally distinguished, and patterned 
the same “proud way”. 


Where the genius that was Jefferson Davis? sug 
gested, vaguely and inadequately approached, but 
revealed. The author fails completely plumb 
depths such character, and result, comes 
shadowy, unsubstantial, unbelivable 
The historical Davis was not like this. 


additiona 
which 
should 
the growing 
knowledge 
and its 
interstate 
for the author’s literary style, this reviewer 
allow the quotations cited above bear witness 
Miss Seifert writes about pre-Civil War Southern tice which 
racy much the same way Miss Louella Parsons 
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Miller, Benjamin You and Your Doctor. 


tlesey. Apr. 23, 1948. 183p. $2.75. 


Dr. Miller’s book, selection the McGraw-Hill being practi 
contest for books medical subjects written for social and 
makes fervent plea for group medical practice the techniqu 
United States. addition discusses various the present 
trends American medicine and indicates what favorable 
thinks the layman’s attitude should each case. He} socialization 
begins describing day the life typical acquainted 
practitioner substantiate his contention that the answer 
nary “family doctor” can longer give competent classes 
tion the ill because time, knowledge and 
limitations. order make living must see large 
numbers patients, spend only short time, insufficient] Baume, Eri 
for proper diagnosis, with each, unable make use Apr. 194 
all the advantages offered modern medicine England 
his training did not include specialization each story 
and because unable afford the equipment her adventu 
sary and cannot, most cases, have access it. voyages 
medical science today has advanced point lips Pearc 
many diseases can cured they can who was 
promptly and treated adequately. Since the who later 
doctor cannot possibly treat efficiently many fields Fulke (Devi 
since the American people are thereby deprived the} 
benefits medical science, they should turn drank 
medical practice. Dr. Miller points out that this his regiment 
been called socialized medicine but also points out olics, 
other necessary social changes were likewise labelled male heir 
they were first introduced. grants that the trying esc 
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Medical Association has officially opposed group practice 
but claims that this opposition comes only 
actionaries and bigwigs and that the rank and file are 
favor group medical practice. likewise points out 
that group medicine being practiced such places 
Permanente Foundation, the Ross-Loose and 
Mayo Clinics and every good-sized hospital and that 
neither doctors nor patients object it. continues 
argue that such method makes the practice medi- 
cine more efficient for both doctor and patient. his 
suggested group there would “pilot physician,” 
specially trained internist, who would conduct the pre- 
examination, refer the patient the proper 
members the group, consult with them diagnosis 
and therapy, and, general, act the family doctor, 
thus preserving the patient-physician relationship while 
bringing the advantages modern medicine the pa- 
tient. financing Dr. Miller seems neutral, 
citing either direct payments, group prepayment plans 
even public financing. 


additional chapters speaks preventitive medicine 
which already governmentally financed and which 
should extended; periodic medical examinations; 
the growing necessity for the use and development 
knowledge psychosomatic medicine; medical educa- 
tion and its problems; the necessity for post mortems; 
interstate medical care and national disaster services. 
concludes that good health can had everyone 
but only the basis changed methods medical prac- 
tice which will spread the care all. 


Doctor Miller special pleader—all his arguments are 


favor group medical practice and some form 
socialization. does not analyze the situation complete- 


nor does discuss all the problems connected with 
that type medical practice. All his arguments are 
favorable. the most part his arguments are correct 


but they are not all the arguments the case. The 


problem complex and, although group medicine now 


being practiced, there are other problems, individual, 


social and economic, which must worked out before 
the technique can applied wide scale. However, 
the present book good summary the arguments 
favorable group medical practice with some form 
socialization and easy way for the layman become 
acquainted with those arguments. not the final 
answer the problem. The book suitable for all 
classes readers. 


Baume, Eric. Devil Lord’s Daughter. Dodd, Mead. 
Apr. 1948. 273p. $3.00. 


England the 18th Century the starting point this 
story girl, reared sadistic madman boy, and 
her adventures, culminating romance one Cook’s 
voyages exploration. The story told through the 
lips Pearce Holmes, Lieutenant His Majesty’s Navy, 
who was boyhood companion the girl’s father and 
who later rescued her from his clutches. The father, 
Fulke (Devil) Lord, was officer dragoons, lewd, 
sadistic, perverted and dissolute 
drank and perverted himself into early insanity. While 
his regiment was stationed Ulster, hunting down Cath- 
married Joan Malley, knew her once conceive 
heir and kept her imprisoned until she was killed 
trying escape after the child had been born. 


Baume Beard 


The girl, Georgiana, was reared George Lord her 
insane father and his fiendishly feminized orderly, Cor- 
poral Foy. Dragoon discipline was her only education 
and she was forced, insofar possible, live man. 
her father’s death she was rescued Pearce Holmes, 
who lived nearby, and, after bout brain fever, she 
returned normalcy girl, forgetting much her 
boyish past. When Will Hockley, her friend, was killed 
while resisting press gang she relapsed and recovered. 
George Lord, remembering only that she had vowed 
revenge upon seaman, John Tether, responsible for 


Hockley’s death. 


Then Pearce Holmes was summoned join his friend 
James Cook upon official voyage exploration into the 
Pacific. Fearful leaving Georgiana behind, lest second 
shock prove fatal, takes her the role George Lord 
surgeon’s assistant aboard Cook’s ship Resolution 
direct defiance all naval regulations and knowing that 
discovery would mean ruin for his career well the 
end his close friendship with Cook. 


All goes well until Hawaii she treats seaman from 
the sister ship Discovery, seaman who turns out 
John Tether. The shock casts her back into coma from 
which she emerges Georgiana, remembering however 
that she pledged vengeance upon Tether. Thinking 
that Tether has informed Cook, Pearce Holmes makes 
clean breast the matter and immediately placed 
under arrest with courtmartial scheduled for the next 
day. However that next morning occurs the fight ashore 
which Cook killed the natives and which 
Tether, wounded, saved Georgiana. With one 
else being the wiser the deception continued, Georgiana 
nursing Tether. Finally the two, now love, leave the 
the story ends. 


Interesting points the story are the descriptions the 
hardships and cruelties undergone the enlisted men 
the British Army and Navy; the degeneration the 
British Army and its officers; the infringement English 
liberties under, the Hanoverians; the accounts Cook’s 
voyage and the persecution Ireland. Unfortunately the 
entire book spoiled the inclusion lewd and obscene 
material the development the character Fulke 
Lord, especially the incident involving his initiation 
officer into the dragoons. Consequently, can recom- 
mended type reader. 


Beard, Charles President Roosevelt and the Com- 
ing the War, 1941; Study Appearances and 
Realities. Yale University Press, 1948. 614p. $5.00. 


Last December Washington’s ornate Statler “Uncle 
Charlie” Beard lectured members the Political 
Science Association gathered for their annual convention. 
His remarks were often witty, sometimes wise and un- 
usually caustic, and seemed run that progression 
the speaker moved from the serene realms scholarship 
the strife-riddled field politics. During the speech 
Dr. Beard relieved himself considerable animus 
attacking the government’s current policy favoring 
“darlings” the administration with certain documents 
which are denied other equally competent scholars 
grounds alleged security top-secret classification. 
Professors Langer and Morrison Harvard would pre- 
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sumably fall into the former category while Beard himself 
slips reluctantly into the second. Yes, “Uncle Charlie” 
tended bitter that night yet that bitterness was but 
mild prelude the astringencies revealed his latest 
book American foreign policy. 


Now bitterness need not mean error many critics 
have suggested their recent assessments this volume. 
the contrary, may actually operate sharpen the 
intellect and embellish the pen. Surely, this latest Beard 
book reveals much the customary flash and verve 
which readers have come expect from this veteran 
historian. 


approaching the problem Roosevelt and the war 
Beard divides his book into four major highly uneven 
sections. the first examines foreign policy 
appeared the American people through the speeches, 
interviews and testimony the President and his advisers. 
The gradual disclosure realities the theme the 
second portion and the Report the President’s Commis- 
sion Pearl Harbor released January 24, 1942, 
thoroughly and critically scrutinized. the third section 
the author digs deep into the heart the matter and 
relies most heavily upon the documentation provided 
the unnumbered volumes the Report the “Joint 
Committee the investigation the Pearl Harbor 
Attack the Congress the United States.” The final 
portion brief epilogue wherein Dr. Beard accuses 
Roosevelt not only betraying the American people but 
setting precedents the conduct foreign affairs, 
which followed the future, will possibly wreck our 
constitutional scheme checks and balances. 


Briefly stated the thesis this: during the presidential 
campaign 1941 Roosevelt publicly pledged work 
for peace and against war; despite this solemn promise 
the President immediately after the election began 
work actively for war while continuing announce his 
interest peace. pursuit this real yet disguised aim 
our Chief Executive misrepresents the facts even the 
Congress from whom wrung Lend-Lease Bill early 
1941 and which, Beard, was clear violation inter- 
national law. This evil was followed more grievous 
violation when our government initiated the convoy sys- 
tem and authorized undeclared yet nonetheless real 
shooting war the Atlantic. Finally, says Beard, when 
these measures failed provoke Germany fight, Roose- 
velt took into the war through the back door 
“maneuvering” Japan into position where she was lured 
into striking the first overt blow. This terrible indictment 
backed heavy documentation. 


After establishing his thesis that Roosevelt deliberately 
provoked the war Beard proceeds analyze the effects 
the struggle. Prescinding from evaluation whether 
the ends justify the means the writer asks effect, “Have 
accomplished fact the objectives for which were 
tricked into fighting?” Beard answers resoundingly the 
negative. Using pragmatic norms his answer sustained 
the following reasoning. The Four Freedoms and the 
Atlantic Charter went down the drain Yalta and 
Teheran and what more shocking was our President 
who assisted this infamous disposal principles. Our 
debt jumped from billion 1940 279 billion 1946 
and our government 1947 was forced appropriate 
five billion dollars meet the interest rate alone. Beard 
shrewdly points out that this sum exceeds any total peace- 


Beard 


still live under 
shadow militarism represented UMT and 
draft, shadows that the war was supposed dispel. 
all, Roosevelt’s actions represent ponderous challenge 


time budget prior Roosevelt. 


American constitutionalism. pages 582-4 Dr. 
lists twelve specific charges sustain his last point. 
substance these charges that the manipulation 
foreign policy Roosevelt not only led war but 
committments with the head another nation which 
may not morally ignore but which were negotiated with 
out either prior knowledge subsequent approval 
people and their Congress. 


With the campaign close hand reasonable 
expect that much Beard’s thesis will appear popular. 
ized form election speeches, and for that reason th: 
book liable applauded and attacked sheerly 
partisan grounds. Some the comments this 
already suggest the danger. Actually one can 
make valid refutation defense the Beardian 
without examining the full evidence, and debatabk 
whether Beard, despite his elaborate documentation, 
achieved that goal. the basis what presented 
certain precautions might indicated the reading 
this highly contentious volume. Dr. Beard has covere 
much ground but there are still many unexplored fron. 
tiers. illustrate. does not take into account the ter. 
rific psychological pressure that the Administration 
under the Axis shadow spread ominously over 
world; the President had held the American people 
the same kind isolationism Beard has traditionally 
consistently espoused would have meant policy 
watch and wait until after the Axis moved. 
do-little, so-called safe policy would have worked 
Germany’s advantage and would have meant 
with the security and future the American nation. Cer} 
tainly not too much ask mature historian 
Beard that the alleged “aggressions” the United States| 
are glaringly catalogued the aggressive steps our 
tial foes should equally noted and weighed. 
cannot decide case listening one side alone. 
ther, when are carried the point believing that 
deliberately “maneuvered” Japan into attacking 
and are, therefore, actually and morally responsible for 
the outbreak hostilities Dr. Beard ought set his 
documentary foundations high and solid grounds. 
fails so. After examination much the same 
evidence Walter Millis his This Pearl reaches oppo 
site conclusions and asservates that the basis 
dence cannot demonstrated that plotted the war 
even wanted Memoirs tend bear out 
Millis’ position. 


When Dr. Beard uses Roosevelt’s manipulation foreign 
policy jumping off point for his blast that the 
dent thereby undermined the very foundations 
constitutional structure should have, all 
pointed out that the Executive has been traditionally and 
constitutionally the most dynamic factor shaping 
foreign policy. should have explained the nature 
“executive agreements” his readers and should have 
told them that such agreements considerably outnumbered 
the treaties which require senatorial approval. Such 
exploration would have brought out the fact that 
executive agreements have often led 
that were not always understood approved the 
American people and their Congress, that some them 
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actually achieved ends which the Congress had specifi- 
cally rejected. The example Santo Domingo 1905 
point. The charges baldly posited Dr. 
Beard become misleading. Finally, until the archives 
Japan, Italy, Germany, Russia and England are opened 
and are thoroughly and exhaustively re-examined Dr. 
Beard’s attack the Roosevelt policy cannot accepted 
definitive. Perhaps the light those documents 
American activities may become more albescent. Perhaps 
not. the interim might wisely postpone erecting 
our own undivine Comediae wherein Roosevelt un- 


conditionally canonized condemned. 
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beyond his years and ready had made 
$1500 collecting bets for gambler, Silk Fennelli. this 
time also learned that was Jewish and moved the 
Bronx with his Uncle Morris. 


Dr. Clarence Walton, 
Department 
University Scranton 


Robbins, Harold. Never Love Stranger. Knopf. 
Mar. 1948. 443p. $3.50. 


This ambitiously wrought first novel whose central 
character tries all his life compensate for the feeling 
inferiority induced his illegitimate birth. Tough, 
hard, and cynical, Frankie Kane never learned that the 
world, which despised, can selfish was. 
While gained affluence and power, died, 
lived, lonely, bitter, unrepenting. 


June day 1912, the heart New York’s 
Lower East Side, Frankie’s mother died few hours after 
giving birth her son the home midwife. 


her last breath she barely uttered her name, Frances Cain. 
The boy was reared Catholic orphanage under the 
Kane. Among his classmates, one whom was 
Jerry Cowan, son the city’s Mayor, had won leader- 
his spare time worked 
the time was thirteen, big 


high school once 
more became the leader, starring the basketball team 
and acting president his When Uncle Morris’ 
health forced him take his family Arizona, Frankie 
was set return the orphanage, since was only 
fifteen. Instead, ran away Baltimore. 


The number and sequence adventures that follow from 
this point are beyond description. First Frankie took 
job bouncer brothel. Next joined the Navy. 
Out uniform once again February, 1932, with jobs 
unavailable, was forced shovel snow and moved 
with Negro family Harlem. Then followed brief 
period grocery clerk. the meantime had aligned 
himself with radical group and, after his newest intel- 
lectual companion, Gerro Browning, killed May 
Day celebration, moves with the latter’s mistress 
and allows her support him. Disgusted with being 
‘kept man,” starts out his own once more and, 
chance, comes across Fennelli. time Frankie 
has forged his way the top running the biggest gambling 
the country. When his former classmate, 
Jerry Cowan, appointed the District Attorney’s office 
get him, Frankie tricks Fennelli into buying the busi- 
result the latter brought trial and sent 
for several years. Frankie acquitted and later 


Marries Ruth Cabell whom had known since child- 


Robbins Maresca 


hood. the day the wedding called into the 
service. Sometime after Day killed, but before 
dies addressed letter Jerry and his wife, Janet, who 
are childless, asking them adopt his son, Ruth having 
died childbirth. 

Not unlike its central character, this story rushes along 
blindly, stumbles and falls, then gropes for its way until 
eventually bogs down completely. sustains 


the power some its dramatic moments although 


awkwardly written. True the genre the hard-boiled 
realists filled with vice, vulgarity, obscenity, murder, 
and fornication, the last which Frankie first experiences 
when only thirteen. rears its interminably, some- 
times morbidly dwelt upon, more often revoltingly de- 
scribed. Nor there any remorse regret. And that 
lies the tragedy Frankie’s life. partial blame may 
traced the period and environment which 
lived, clear that the author sees the basic flaw 
own will and personality. But that recognition 
not sufficient compensation; nor can redeem the 
writer’s first effort, like Frankie, better forgotten. There 
doesn’t seem any reason whatsoever justify recom- 
mendation this book, not even the professional 


New York City 


.My Flug Down. Dutton. Mar. 


29, 1948. 188p. $2.50. 


Cab drivers, like plumbers, salesmen, bell hops, and in- 
ternes have their command the oddest stories tell 
regarding the odd people with whom they come con- 
tact. Their anecdotes, for the most part sordid and offen- 
sive, are told without malicious intent, and are designed 
provoke laughter. almost every case, the tale 
prefaced the remark: could write book”. 
tunately, date, only one such tale-teller has made good 
his threat. 

James Maresca New York taxi driver who kept 
diary the things his passengers did and said. For these 
private notes found publisher who bound them under 
the title Flag Down. They consist incidents— 
all calculated arouse howling laughter—of the hereto- 
fore private lives the morally ill, the willfully wicked, 
the misguided and the abject degenerate who flagged 
his cab. 

Such revelations are morally enlightening, 
vealing, and provocative humor, pity and sympathy 
only when the informant conscious the significance 
human flotsam. lacks insight into the human 
heart his efforts effect disgust and nausea; one cannot 
make perverts the objects morally wholesome laughter 
when genuine feeling for humanity wanting. say 
that Mr. Maresca lacks this quality understatement. 
Another glaring shortcoming the single focus his 
observations only those passengers whose anomalies 
are obvious even the most obtuse observer human 
nature. Where are the more subtle enigmatic, even 
the normal These has either failed notice 
has not the acumen syphon the interesting the 
dramatic from its less obvious contexts. 


whom then might this book find audience? the 
bi-annual curiosity seeking visitors the Greenwich Vil- 
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lage night haunts who, with this diet under their belts 
(it couldn’t lodge itself any higher the human anat- 
omy) will find that ride New York taxi will 
longer simple expedient for traveling between two 
places little more quickly, though not more comfortably, 
than takes cover the distance foot. The man 
the wheel, the “cabbie”, will take the aura cruis- 
ing philosopher whom one magnetically compelled 
divulge his most complex and personal problems, cer- 
tain that pat and simple solution will provided. Or, 
there are problems—and this the vicarious thrill 
nonpareil—the rider can become completely overwhelmed 
the thought that this little leather-upholstered en- 
closure houses the secrets lushes, strip-teasers, sexual 
perverts, juvenile delinquents, racketeers, professional beg- 
gars, and any other abnormal human being would 
please the occupant imagine. And never cover 
charge! But always minimum: twenty-five cents the 
first one-quarter mile. 

all, let said merely that this book worthless 
reading; that “jokes” this stamp can occasion 
tolerated when told orally. When read they make poor 
fare. Also, many New York “cabbie” will too eager 
Maresca has penned herein. can, 


Lawrence J.: 
University Scranton 


OSS Assessment Staff. Men. Rine- 
hart. Mar. 1948. $6.50. 


This account the evaluation and selection 
recruits for service the office Strategic Services ac- 
complished techniques little used heretofore the 
American psychologists 


The assessment staff endeavored acquaint the reader 
with the aim and rationale the various evaluation pro- 
cedures over three day period. Better than 5391 per- 
sonel civilian and military were recruited OSS officers 
mainly upon the basis vocational skill. While the 
OSS operated other testing stations Washington and 
the west coast where shorter selection processes were 
maintained, the reader enjoyed most his assessment 
journey Fairfax, Virginia. 


Candidates with student information sheets were brought 
the assessment station (S) the evening preceding 
their three-day stay and after instructions had been given 
them that they were going incognito assessment 
school for testing. 

During the students’ entire visit was known 
associates and staff assumed name. addition, 
one was know anything concerning the assessee’s 
past vocation present status. Dressed similar army 
clothing and without identification rank, 
sumed name, the student was retain this cover state 
called during the entire stay, until specific permission 
was accorded the staff reveal his identity. 


Certain pencil-and-paper tests were administered such 
sentence completion, vocabulary, personal history, work 
and health surveys, and projective questionnaire. 


was felt that tests this nature were not sufficient for 
predictive assessment candidates for employment 
jobs varigated those OSS. accurate job an- 


Fa 


OSS Assessment Staff 


Best 

15, 

alyses were possession the assessors although popu 
member the staff was conversant with certain 


ecruits would have perform for 


Standardized tests are reality structured terms but 
the validity each test and without job analyses 
could not know whether specific tests were predictive One 
overseas situations. Thus, greater dependence was wor 
upon functional tasks wide and varied reference frame 
intellectual, social, emotional, volitional, etc. The whol Oss 
man was judged techniques that demanded placer 


overseas. These methods were first used Simoneit 


the German military psychologists; later for officer all fair 
tion the British War Office Selection Board. 
the 


One the first-day situational tests was that feeling 

ring mock range finder across wide creek, eight chologists 

deep, utilizing only heavy stone, plank, rope 

tree. The assessees were noted for group leadership and 

ingenuity while under time limit. reinfor 
the psy 


Space would not allow the description all probleng minded 
encountered the recruits. Tests ranged from ment app 
interviews, debates, propaganda campaign, map together 


questionnaire similar that proposed and perso 
The stress test, basically attempt break the there are 
dates cover story police interrogation methods, followe applicable 
challenging emotional stability. More candidates 
their identity the let-down following the stress 
view than during it. 
timed construction project with the use large 
toy parts directed the recruit was thwarted 
planned vexations two helpers. The helpers were Gwynn, 
successful that assessee was ever capable and Stap 
the project, and symptonis Father 
maladjustment when caught between the time receiving 
ment and the feigned stupidity his helpers whom 
was trying direct. Newman. 
Only about one-fifth the acceptable event, the 
overseas were appraised their success the this “sim 
follow-up the rejectees was made. wou 
Appraisal was made two members the OSS staff whi 
travelled overseas interview the soldiers’ immediat 
commanding officers, and possible, several their 
ciates. Theatre commanders also made appraisal 
every returnee the United States upon six 
scale. Appraisals were also made reassignment area} his des 
and returned soldiers who were acquainted with 
appraisee. The inadequacy appraisal was indicated There 
the fact that measuring job fitness the four was 
showed rather poor agreement, correlating among them eight 
selves only from .46 .59. young 
labored 
necessarily follows that without adequate system munity 
appraisal the job done acceptees and sound 
real value assessment system. This ability 
weakness the study. ordained 
However, the case neuropsychiatric screening 
two cases psychopathology were medically recorded Italy 
examination station W(Washington) out 
recruits who developed psychoneurotic breakdowns and 
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Gwynn, Denis. 
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population 3071 candidates, giving error 0.20 
This higher rate error than that known 
for station where the complete assessment was carried 
on, but still lower than 0.26 per cent for the total OSS 
population. 


One tempted continue his evaluation the assess- 
ment work critical terms, pointing out the lack com- 
parable studies either other similar fields upon other 
OSS personnel, the instability and ephemerality Army 
job placement, the abundance “snafu” management, 
etc. 

all fairness, however, this initial attempt the United 
States functional evaluation the whole man did 
merit the praise the OSS officer the field and the 
feeling the part the team psychiatrists and psy- 
chologists that the work was worthwhile. 


the study significant the fact that tended 


reinforce the efficacy diagnostic “intuition” used 
the psychiatrist and de-emphasize the ultra-statistical 
minded personnel person. However much such assess- 
ment approach will contribute the cooperative working 
together the psychologists and psychiatrists the study 
and evaluation personality the future, the teacher 
and personnel worker will realize that the present time 
there are few test situations described the book readily 
applicable more successful personnel selection. 


Lawrence Lennon, Ph.D., 
Department Education, 
University Scranton 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—MARCH 
SELECTION 


Father Dominic Barberi. Desmond 
Mar. 1948. ix, 254p. $3.00. 


Father Dominic Barberi had the unique distinction 
receiving into the Catholic Church the most important 
convert since the days St. Augustine—John Henry 
Newman. But even had not played part 
event, that shook the foundations the Anglican Church, 
this “simple, quaint man,” Newman later described 
him, would deserve better known. was one 
the most remarkable missionaries the 19th century and 
left indelible impression upon Catholicism England 
though labored there for only eight years. His sanctity 
was conspicuous that the Holy See has already declared 
him Venerable. Many are praying that the process his 


and Stapleton. 


beatification may completed 1949, the centenary 


his death. 


There was nothing unusual about Barberi’s early career. 

was born near Viterbo, Italy, 1792, the youngest 
eight children. parents died when was still 
young and therefore went his uncle’s home and 
labored his farm until was The Passionist com- 
munity nearby quickly attracted him, and applied for 
admission lay-brother, for had received hardly any 
formal education. But his superiors recognized his native 


ability, told him study for the priesthood, and was 


ordained 1818. 


Father Barberi was assigned positions responsibility 
professor theology, Consultor, and Provincial. 
But ever since his entry into the Institute yearned 
carry out the plan his founder, St. Paul the Cross, 
and labor for the conversion the English people. 


Gwynn Guerry 


himself was convinced that this desire was the result 
vision from Heaven. But for years his only contact 
with England was through the future Cardinal Wiseman, 
and few converts who came Italy. was aging 
prematurely, his health was growing steadily worse and 
seemed, humanly speaking, that would never set foot 
English soil. But when the General Chapter 1839 
decided send missionaries Belgium and England, 
Father Barberi was appointed the leader both expedi- 
tions. 


arrived England 1841 the midst the con- 
troversy that followed the publication Newman’s Tract 
XC. Though naturally interested movement that 
held such significance for the future Catholicism 
the land his adoption, did not intervene directly. 
Dalgairns was his only real friend among the Tractarians, 
and was through him that met Newman for the first 
time 1844. the following year, few days after 
Dalgairns became Catholic, Barberi was invited the 
famous retreat Littlemore where the memorable 
version Newman took place. 


Father Barberi’s convert-friends led him believe that 
the English people were eager become Catholics. But 
was quickly disillusioned the reality. The bigotry 
the Protestants expressed itself uncertain terms. 
But what found particularly difficult was the indiffer- 
ence and often only thinly-veiled hostility many 
Catholics towards him because his unfamiliarity with 
the English language and his practices piety, that were 
customary Italy, but unknown England. Despite 
these unexpected obstacles never became discouraged. 
His very sincerity and sanctity broke down the resistance 
Catholics and non-Catholics. soon was constant 
demand preacher missions lay people and 
retreats the clergy and religious. and his con- 
freres worked untiringly during the plague that afflicted 
the undernourished Irish immigrants, who had come 
England during the “Famine Years.” When died 
the age knew that his work would continue 
through the three Passionist communities that had 
succeeded founding. 


Denis Gwynn has based his biography mainly the 
authoritative studies Barberi Father Urban Young, 
C.P., and writes with his usual brilliance. There are 
only few passages which give evidence hasty compo- 
sition. This book will undoubtedly prove very popular. 
will inspire and encourage those priests and religious 
especially who have labor under conditions similar 
those Father Barberi when arrived England. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Ephrata, Pennsylvania 


Guerry, Emile. God the Father. Sheed and Ward. 


184p. $2.50. 


rather distressing find the author this manual 
meditations the First Person the Blessed Trinity, 
almost embarrassedly apologizing for this approach 
things divine, and insisting that here 
new dangerous devotion, when urges look 
more frequently God the Father the object our 
meditation and mental prayer. And yet this hesitation 
about emphasizing forgotten side our spiritual life 
understandable. Some years ago, the story was told 


| 


holy old pastor who thought keep step with the trend 
toward novenas and such exercises, holding novena 
God the Father. said that only four people at- 
tended the first exercise—so unused were the parishioners 
the thought God special object devotion. 


And yet “This the order salvation and sanctifica- 
tion the Church: through the Holy Spirit possess 
the Son, and through the Son, ascend the Father” 
(S. Irenaeus). God the Father, therefore, Whom 
look when pray, with Christ, “Our Father, Who 
Art Heaven”, and Him that hope return 
when our earthly pilgrimage has ended, even Christ 
thought reunion with His Father the prize His 
earthly combat. Gregory paraphrases the words 
Christ about His return heaven: go, that may 
make that true Father from Whom you were separated, 
your Father; and that true God, from Whom you 
had revolted, your God; for those first-fruits 
which have assumed, presenting Myself, shall pre- 
sent the whole humanity God the (S. 
Gregory Nyssa). 


Because His infinite love for His Son and reward 
for the redemptive work which freely took upon Him- 
self, God the Father wills, certainly, that the spiritual life 
His Church upon earth should Christocentric— 
that should obtain salvation other way than 
through His merits. But this absorption Christ, the 
Second Person the Blessed Trinity, should but make 
the more willing see our last end what 
thought His, “ascend Father and your 
Father” (John, xx, “The whole life Jesus,” says 
Lebreton, “was centered the Father, and the 
Father that would draw us. This murmur living 
water that Ignatius Antioch heard the depths 
his heart, saying, ‘Come the Father, come the 
Father’, this the Christian soul may hear echoing through- 
out the Gospels.” 


Catholic, course, would deny all this theory— 
but are likely forget that when pray, “Our 
Father”, not abstraction—divine Fatherhood— 
that are addressing, but Person, and that this Person 
expects from very real homage, even though 
content that should come through His Son, virtue 
the sanctifying grace conferred upon the Holy 
Ghost. energize and inform with reality this homage, 
ought the result meditating upon the chapters 
this book. Even apart from Bishop Guerry’s own con- 
tributions, his work immensely valuable storehouse 
Scriptural and patristic texts bearing upon the Father- 
hood God. source spiritual wealth cannot 
recommended too highly. 

Bernard Theall, 

The Library, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington 17, 


Pieper, Josef. The Human Wisdom Thomas. 
Translated Drostan MacLaren, O.P. Sheed and 
Ward. Mar. 17,1948. $2.00. 


has often been remarked those whose business 
keep with the new books, that are living 
age anthologies, and this has not always been looked 
upon good thing. The anthologist has been con- 


54 Pieper 


demned one who picks “other men’s and 
best, attempt foist one’s own favorite pieces 
public or, worst, lazy man’s way 
living. But there will always market for books 
posed brief snippets poetry, philosophy, 
reflection, and the like—for like get wisdom 
the beautiful capsule form, when have neither 
time nor the wish take large quantities. 


would seem that the making anthology out 
vast body print that represents the mind 
Thomas Aquinas would all but impossible 
and that that mind and all its written products shoul 
effectively canvassed little over five hundred 
two-sentence extracts, even more 
the task has been done most effectively this little 
lection. 

Dr. Pieper chiefly concerned with pointing out 
dichotomy that confronted Thomas and that 
every philosopher and theologian—the necessity 
veying and penetrating the pattern life, which 
through the two great sciences; and the necessity 
mitting, even after have constructed 
Order out all, that God and His doings 
mysteries even the greatest minds. these two 
are expressed the initial and the penultimate 
quotations that make the volume. No. reads, 
order the parts the universe each other exists 
virtue the order the whole universe 
contemplating throughout the rest the book, the way 
which this order manifests itself and the difficultis 
which must solved before can admit that orde 
exists—free will, the existence evil and its relation 
good, the function the intellect and reason, 
relation pleasure man’s ultimate end, the necessit 
love and its function—we arrive finally-at 
that have really learned very little: (No. 530) 
said that the end our knowledge God 
known unknown, because then the mind knows 
most perfectly when knows that His essence 
all that can known this life 

Yet must try throughout our “life wayfaring” 
know what can God and His unsearchable way 
—for, though Love higher form intellectual 
tivity than knowledge, Love greatly implemented 
made more attractive when the object our Love 
known—to high degree possible—for what 
really is. 
the compiler these extracts the first admit, 
cannot expected that even careful reading and thor 
ough absorption this “capsule Thomism” will take thi 
place excursion into the Summa and the other 
works their entirety. But many who have 
avoided such excursion may well impelled 
out after sampling the greatness Thomisti 
thought even such small scale. The book has furthe 
use manual for meditation—starting with just one 
the 
can 


bits Thomas’ comments things divine, 
well proceed highly profitable half-hour 


meditation solidly grounded philosophical 


Bernard Theall, 

The Library, 

Catholic University 
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exp lore the connection that 


Guardini, Romano. The Death Socrates. Sheed 
and Ward. 177p. $3.00. 


There reason believe that, largely because the 
Books programs, Plato being more widely read 
today America than any time since the days the 
Transcendentalists. Because the leaders the Great 
Books groups are, general, careful refrain from mak- 
ing objective truth the end the discussions, but are 
content simply raise the right questions, leaving the 
participants free work out their own answers, un- 
likely that many those who—with without under- 
standing—are today wrestling with the dialogs think 
them pointing the way orthodox theological con- 
The close relation between the 
ophers and theology has been, our own time, pointed 
out Werner Jaeger his Aquinas Lecture, Humanism 


series, Cicero the Courtroom Thomas. 


even better demonstration the theological implica- 
tions the Dialogs provided Romano Guardini’s 
The Death Socrates. The attempt here furnish 
commentary, interspersed with large sections 
the Platonic texts, four dialogs which have their 
common theme the philosopher’s approach death. This 

less exhaustive, well, course, less inclusive 
Plato than the overall treatment the 
dialogs provided Paul Shorey’s What Plato Said—but 
Guardini’s aim show his readers that the last 
resort the wisdom Socrates and Plato religious and 
founded experience and apprehension religious 
truth, and have—in the Euthyphro, Apology, Crito 
and Phaedo—perh naps the most deeply religious thought 
Plato most religious theme, man’s last end. 


the four dialogs considered, the first, the 
least important itself, but sets the stage for the 
remainder the drama Socrates’ trial and death. 
find Socrates here concerned with the true nature piety 
and holiness, for has been because offending against 
these that Meletus has accused him and that about 
trial for his life. the beginning the dialog 
Euthyphro quite sure that knows the definition 
such terms and what kind man who pious and 
holy—but the matter, under Socrates’ questioning, turns 
out not quite simple. Yet because other men 
think they know the answer that Socrates about 
before the judges. 

Apology find Socrates tried and condemned, but 
choosing death ever preferable sin, for think 
that much harder thing escape from wickedness 
than from death; for wickedness swifter than death”. 
And evil can happen good man, either 
after death. His fortunes are not neglected the 
And death but transition into the light 
ultimate truth, where finds the rest denied earth. 


Crito comes Socrates urge that escape from prison 
before the death sentence can carried out. Here 
between the problem 
death and that conscience. For if, Socrates, 
defies the law the state, acts unjustly and impiously 
rather, hears the Laws say him, “Think neither 
children, nor life, nor any other thing before justice, 
that when you come the other world you may able 
make your defence before the rulers who sit judg- 
ment there. 


say S 


These analyses were prepared 


us, the laws, but men. But you repay evil with 
evil, and wrong with wrong this shameful way, and 
break your agreements and covenants with us, and injure 
those whom you should least injure, yourself, and your 
friends, and your country, and us, and escape, then 
shall angry with you while you live, and when you die 
our brethren, the laws Hades, will not receive you 
kindly. Better, Socrates concludes, suffer, and 
let the true significance what has done revealed 
eternity. 

The climax comes the Phaedo, when Socrates, 
substitute “service God” for “philosophy” the fol- 
lowing passage, will seen kin Thomas More. 


But wish now explain you, judges, why 
seems that man who has really spent his life 
philosophy has reason good cheer when 
about die, and may well hope after death gain 
the other world the greatest good. The world, 
perhaps, does not those who rightly engage 
philosophy, study dying and death. And, this 
true, would surely strange for man all 
through his life desire only death, and then, when 
death come him, vexed it, when has been 
his study and his desire for long. truth, the 
true philosopher studies die, and him, all men, 
death least terrible. 
After this, the main body the discourse seems anti- 
climatic, but develops the idea that the philosopher 
ought not fear death, since good, and that the best 
souls will find ultimate fruition “dwellings still fairer 
than these, which are not easily described, and which 
have not time speak now”. 


was happy thought concentrate these four most 
important dialogs and show, without making use ex- 
plicitly theological texts Christian dogma 
explicit form, how Socrates and Plato (for are never 
quite sure which speaks) thought out road the City 
God. This book particularly recommended all 
who are engaged Great Books programs, either 
readers participants. 

Bernard Theall, 

The Library, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington 17, 


U.S. President’s Committee. The Economic Reports 
the President. Reynal Hitchcock. Jan. 21, 
1948. xiv, 307p. $2.50. 
The Employment Act 1946 stipulated that the Presi- 
dent should send Congress the beginning each 
regular session Economic Report the state the 
nation. also permitted supplementary reports, con- 
ditions required. result, have date two annual 
reports (1947 and 1948) and interim report given 
July, The publishers this volume have reprinted 
all these reports, together with the basic law which in- 
augurated this practice. 
the President’s Council 
Economic Advisers. They contain appraisal cur- 
rent conditions and suggestions for action preserve eco- 
nomic stability. The factual and historical aspects these 
eports are extrem ely valuable the student public 
affairs. They comprise balanced summary important 
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facts and trends, with ample statistical support for the 
conclusions reached. The facts and figures alone would 
make the book worthwhile purchase for many who 
not have access technical journals and reports. 


The recommendations offered are both short 
range. From the immediate point view, the concern 
contain inflation and increase production. Dangerous 
distortions the price and income structure are noted and 
appropriate remedies suggested. The Council notes (con- 
trary certain repeated criticisms the Administration) 
the importance excess bank credit the inflationary 
spiral (Part pp. 41, ff). does not hesitate 
recommend holding the line wages well prices. 
From the long-range aspect, recommends steps de- 
velop our natural resources and increase the average 
standard living. 


general, the views expressed the Council represent 
moderation and broad vision. They are not partisan, nor 
they show blind addiction any narrow school 
economic thought. Rather they convey the impression 
restrained, careful study the national welfare. The 
book highly recommended for students public affairs. 
One minor criticism may offered: the use separate 
paging for the 1947 and 1948 reports might lead con- 
fusion citation. Continuous paging throughout the 
book might have been preferable. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 
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